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Mallee people ready for change 

Welcome to our sixth and final campaign 
newsletter. As we edge closer to the election on 
May 18th, there are some big questions on our 
minds as the community calls upon us to outline 
our policies and commitments at public forums.  

I have enjoyed the opportunity the forums have 
offered to discuss issues and respond to the 
challenging questions. I’m encouraged by the 
number of people attending, which shows that 
the Mallee people are more engaged with 
politics at this election. They are giving 
themselves permission to change, seeking 
those who can deliver the change they want and 
are ready to let go of an old party-based model 
that is no longer working for them. 

The big issues that connect and divide us are 
water, health and energy. These discussions 
have been at the forefront during my campaign 
trail.  

It’s been a jam-packed few weeks and I am 
pleased that I am able to provide you with a 
wrap-up of the events and share with you what I 
have listened to and learned. 

Easter markets 
I spent the Easter 
period at Cohuna and 
Kerang with family. 
Our campaign team 
had a stand at both 
The Murrabit and 
Cohuna markets and I 
very much enjoyed 
meeting new people, 
and catching up with 
old friends who flock to 
the markets and to 
camp by the mighty 
Murray River at this 
time of year. 

I also attended the 
Avoca Riverside 
Market and Jung 
Market. Leading topics 
for discussion included 

water, tourism, energy and roads.  
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More Mallee Attractions 

I was thrilled that my 
selection for the Cup 
at the Kerang Easter 
Races won! The 
thoroughbred was 
aptly named “A 
Moving Place”. I 
took this as a 
positive sign that we 
are moving forward 
in the right direction 
in the Mallee.   

Whilst in Kerang our 
family attended the 
easter ceremonies 
at Kerang’s Saint 
Patrick’s Church. A 
special thank you to 
those who made us 
feel most welcome. 

It was also difficult 
to choose the 

“People’s Choice” winner at the Rotary Kerang 
Art Show among so many wonderful entries. 

Communities split by electoral 
boundaries 

I was invited by the 
Northern Grampians 
Shire to attend the 
Stawell Gift, where the 
councilors had 
congregated to 
discuss with me the 
challenges affecting 
communities split by 
electoral boundaries, 

with Stawell moved to Wannon, last year. The 
current funding model makes it more difficult for 
local government areas split by electoral 
boundaries to compete for Federal funding, 

which would be better served by a long-term 
regional development model with shared goals.  

I experienced my first Stawell Gift and plan to 
return for many more. In addition to the 
spectacle of the athleticism on display on the 
track during the day, it was also a good 
opportunity for a conversation with local 
government, councilors and community leaders 
about the opportunities and challenges in the 
Northern Grampians Shire.  

Nomination accepted 
With over 100 signatures gathered from across 
the electorate, I submitted my official nomination 
to the Australian Electoral Commission. With this 
new boost of the support of these signatories, 
my journey towards the 18th of May officially 
began.  

Anzac Day at Sheep Hills

 
Overlooking Mallee paddocks, I commemorated 
Anzac Day at Sheep Hills with locals as dawn 
broke. It was wonderful to meet with up with 
community members there and remember those 
who served our country in war.  
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Tiny Towns Tourism Model 
The Tiny Towns Art trail at the lower end of the 
electorate took in the towns of Avoca, Talbot, 
Maryborough, Dunolly, Tarnagulla and Bealiba.  

This model could easily be extended to other 
areas of the Mallee, building on the silo trail, to 
draw tourism investment. 

Transport, small 
town renewal, 
local training, 

aged-care, 
tourism and the 
suggestion of a 
“rail-trail” was 
put forward, 
among the 
topics of 
discussion at 
Inglewood and 

Bridgewater, where we met at the Empire State 
Hotel and Arts of Olde Gallery with members of 
the community.  

 

 

I signed the Pledge 
I reaffirmed my commitment to delivering 
sensible, practical outcomes for the electorate 
by signing the “The Politicians’ Pledge”, which 
commits signatories to accountability and ethical 
conduct. 
 

The document, initiated by 
The St James Ethics Centre, 
led by Simon Longstaff, and 
The Sydney Morning Herald 
in 2015, intends to ensure 

parliamentary    
representatives hold 
themselves to account. 

Only a strong independent cross-bench can 
deliver a National Integrity Commission in the 
first 100 days of the new Parliament.  

It is in all our interests to return the government 
to good administration and reduce the 
pernicious influence of vested interests on 
decision making.  

Mallee people have a choice about what sort of 
government we want to see.  
 
I have been establishing listening posts around 
the electorate as I have been campaigning, and 
documenting key issues. 

Although it is up to the AEC where the electoral 
office is placed, I will be advocating for additional 
offices in the electorate, given the size of the 
Mallee is almost a third of the state. 

I have the capacity, skills and experience to work 
collaboratively with business and community 
members on complex problems, identify 
solutions, take those concerns to Canberra and 
return with outcomes for local people. If elected, 
that’s what I’ll be doing with 100% focus on 
Mallee people in the forty-sixth Parliament.  
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Television and radio interviews 
 

 
I met up with Mildura Weekly journalist, John 
Dooley, to discuss Mallee issues and the 
different model of politics I intend to deliver for 
this electorate. 

Early Voting  
Early voting officially kicked 
off on the 29th of April. I 
attended the Mildura voting 
centre with my badge on 
and voting cards in hand. It 
was wonderful to meet so 
many members of the 
Mildura public who were so keen to vote. 
Exciting to see democracy in such full swing!  

Local musicians send a message 
they want more for Mallee too 
Some of the Mallee’s musicians offered voters 
some respite from the constant political 
campaign noise. 
The musicians have been posting their own 
versions of our catchy acoustic bush melody 
“Moar for Mallee”, composed by Tony Byrne, on 
social media, or have been creating their own. 
Hailing from communities such as Ouyen, 
Horsham, Swan Hill and St Arnaud, they all 
admit they’ve tuned out from “Canberra’s white 
noise”, but could not resist the opportunity to 
apply their musical talents to draw attention to 
needs of their Mallee communities, and have 
some fun to boot. You can find some of their 
performances on our Facebook page, including 
this one below sent from Horsham by the Pope 
family, who would like to see more music 
education in rural schools. 

 
Ag-visas back on agenda 
I met with horticulturists at Swan Hill and 

Robinvale who voiced 
their concerns about the 
new State Government 
labour hire laws, which 
are compounding labour 
shortages already caused 
by Federal government 
inaction on implementing 
agricultural visas.  
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Growers feel they are not being listened to. They 
are looking down the barrel of a particularly busy 
time with no suitable labour on their farms. This 
is deeply concerning them as they attempt to 
plan for the hundreds of workers they need in the 
shed and among the vines when harvesting their 
fruit, as well as paying the current high cost of 
water and shortened hours each worker is 
legally allowed to work, which in itself does not 
attract workers to Robinvale. 
Growers say they are caught in a pincer 
movement with state and federal governments 
imposing rules, which the growers have not 
contributed to, and which do not serve the 
industry.  
Coupled with the high cost of water and the 
vagaries of the international fresh fruit market, 
they expressed feelings of utter despair at the 
state of their industry. 
 

I’m Listening  
As your independent candidate for Mallee, I’m 
listening to what the Mallee needs.  A different 
way of politics can…. 

Ø Support farmers and small business 

Ø Engage local people in having their say 

Ø Grow jobs and address labour 
shortages 

Ø Build reliable and sustainable energy 
sources 

Ø Implement water and food security 

Ø Raise hospital and health services 
including disability and mental health 

Ø Improve education access and support 
for youth 

Ø Strengthen governance in decision 
making, and 

Ø Build transport and communication 
infrastructure ….in the Mallee  
 

Election Day 
 

I plan to begin election day by casting my vote 
at Apsley in the west Wimmera Shire . I will be 
moving throughout the electorate during the 
day. Please come and say hello. 
You can also find me at these social media 
sites: 

Website: www.moarformallee.com 

Facebook: Moar for Mallee 

Twitter: @MoarforMallee 

Instagram: Moar for Mallee 

YouTube: Moar for Mallee 

 

Thank you  
Thank you to everyone who has contributed the 
campaign so far. It’s been a rich experience 
and I’m grateful to have met and reconnected 
with Mallee people. 

If you are able to come and volunteer on the 
day and hand out how-to-vote cards at one of 
the 80+ voting centres across the electorate, 
then please let me know – 
info@moarformallee.com.au  

We’re at a cross-roads about what kind of 
electorate we want to be. 
 

We need your help to get effective 
representation for the Mallee.   

 


