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In my 55 listening post interactions since committing to run as an 
independent candidate, I have met people who have been working hard 
on projects to generate better economic and social outcomes for their 
communities.  
 
The people from  Gannawarra with plans to renew their local landscape 
and looking for solar investments. They can’t wait any longer for the 
changes they need to remain sustainable and viable communities. 
People want action now to get things done. 
 
The Committee for Maryborough working with local business to improve 
employment opportunities for young people. Demonstrating that they 
couldn’t afford to wait and so have been working together to get things 
done. 
 
The passion felt by Mildura people wanting the return of their public 
hospital. They couldn’t afford to wait to see a return to an equitable 
hospital for their community.  They are demonstrating that sensible and 
responsive cross-government cooperation is required to get things 
done. 
 
Owners of large horticultural enterprises struggling to get workers in 
their labour-intensive industries and frustrated with the current visa 
restrictions. They should not have to wait and need action to open up 
Agricultural visas with 10 countries now.  
 
Rural councils despairing that the only way to repair local roads is 
through the burden of rate increases or competing with each other for 
grants. The 75% of all roads that are classed as local roads in our 
electorate cannot wait.  A return to previous Federal funding levels, 1% 
of the national tax revenue, for local councils requires action now.  
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The health services exploring innovation to attract the workforce they 
need and the healthcare they deliver to us. Local providers who are 
despairing that the one size fits all funding models doesn’t take into 
consideration the extensive travel component involved in rural areas. 
This is especially an issue for mental health. Changing the funding 
model for Primary Health Care delivery in rural districts needs attention 
now. 
 
Providing education and health services in small towns doesn’t always 
present an economic or large scale benefit. Sometimes, it is just the 
cost of providing equity. 
 
There are still large areas of the electorate where mobile coverage is 
insufficient. This affects health and safety and business across the 
electorate. We cannot wait to be connected. The time for action is now.  
 
There is still no plan for regional areas of Australia, there’s no vision for 
decentralisation and no drought strategy. We need a plan for small town 
renewal which includes social housing. We need a new vision to attract 
our young people and encourage them to raise their families in our small 
towns and communities.  We cannot wait to develop the plans and 
implement them. The Nats have had six years, they’ve had one job - to 
look after farmers and small business in rural areas. They’ve failed. The 
time for action is now.  
 
People from up and down the mighty Murray are demanding better 
management of the Murray Darling Basin. We cannot afford to 
wait....Dairy cannot wait for a royal commission.....We cannot afford to 
wait. We can use what we know now from the Productivity Commission 
to take action now and get things done.......we cannot afford to wait. 
The time for action is now! 
 
We need to fully complete the Murray Basin Rail Project. Back on track 
and on time. The time for action to progress our Mallee electorate, to 
develop business and jobs for all, the time is now. 
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To reduce the pernicious influence of vested interests on our public 
assets, we need to implement a National Integrity Commission in the 
first 100 days of the new Parliament. Only a strong crossbench can 
deliver the change that will return good administration back to the 
government. The time to stamp out the corruption that is endemic in 
our national government is now. We cannot wait.  
 
We’ve waited way too long for the bridge and for the Swan Hill hospital.  
 
If elected I commit to collaborating with local people to build on the 
strengths that Mallee people have and the amazing assets of this 
electorate. I will take these complex challenges and local solutions to 
Canberra to set up avenues for negotiation and work hard for results. We 
will be in this together because I am from the Mallee, I am for the Mallee. 
This will be the Mallee way!” 
 
The Swan Hill community encouraged and supported me in garnering a 
substantial set of skills. I know my way around Canberra.  

This is our opportunity. We cannot wait to send a roar to Canberra from 
the Mallee next Saturday. Moar for Mallee.  
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