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Strong resolve for change 

Welcome to our 4th newsletter. Over the past 
fortnight the Mallee has really turned on the 
glorious weather, with magnificent blue skies 
and sunsets. I’ve had my camera out to capture 
most of them to share with you on my Facebook 
page Moar For Mallee. We really do live in a 
beautiful part of this country. The conversations 
I’ve shared with members of the community 
about issues of concern to them have been 
equally upbeat and colorful, as there is a strong 
resolve for change. 

This fortnight I’ve visited Donald, St. Arnaud, 
Charlton, Maryborough, Horsham, Robinvale, 
Wemen, Swan Hill, Boort, Mildura, Terrappee, 
Wedderburn, Culgoa, Lalbert and Quambatook.  

Community leadership 

Community leadership is prospering in the 
Mallee. In almost every town, graduates from 
leadership programs have been stepping forth, 
to offer their views and solutions to matters that 
affect them such as; improved access to health 
services, public transport, potable water 
supplies for towns, shower blocks for travelers to 
encourage tourism, beautification of towns and 
multi-use facility surrounds. Investment in these 
leadership programs is most certainly 
strengthening our communities. 

At Swan Hill, I had the pleasure of meeting the 
new cohort of participants in the Loddon Murray 
Community Leadership Program. It was 
wonderful to be able to share my own 

experiences, as a 
graduate of the 
Australian Rural 
Leadership Program, 
and inspire them to 
seek opportunities to 
represent their 
communities on 

boards and councils. The experience and 
networks generated certainly helped prepare me 
for the demanding roles on the board of Telstra 
and the Mallee Catchment Management 
Authority, and as your Independent candidate.  

Community Resources and Mental 
Health 

At Donald I met LMCLP 
graduate and Donald 
Community Leaning 
Centre manger, 
Charmaine Delaney. 
Charmaine and her team 
have built an important 
resource hub in the 
Donald community. I truly valued the in depth 
and honest accounts Charmaine offered about 
issues of concern to the wider community, 
particularly about disadvantage and mental 
health. The issues she shared were not 
dissimilar to my experiences facilitating mental 
health and special education programs in rural 
remote Queensland and New South Wales.  I 
look forward to using this knowledge to help 
improve mental health services across the 
Mallee electorate.  
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In Charlton, I met 
with local 
constituents at the 
newly created 
Charlton 
Neighbourhood 
House stationed at 
the iconic Rex 
Theatre. I also had 
the opportunity to 
attend their first 
function, co-hosted by the Charlton Secondary 
College, focusing on mental health. We were 
inspired by Beau Vernon, who at 23 became a 
quadriplegic after suffering a spinal injury 
playing football. We left the function with two 
important lessons in resilience: to confront our 
life challenges with attitude and gratitude. 

I attended the Latrobe 
University’s Women in 
Leadership Forum at the 
Mildura campus, with 
two inspiring speakers 
providing a wealth of 
experience and 
mentorship to young 
women. Regional 

universities are fundamentally important to 
shaping our local future workforce across the 
Mallee electorate.  

At Quambatook I 
was welcomed by 
the hard working 
ladies of the Amity 
service club, whose 
charter is to support 
their community and 
mentor young 
women, developing 
a glow of belonging 
in their town.  

I caught up with Amity’s keynote speaker, and 
one of Quambatook’s developing young leaders, 
Kerang Technical High School student, Jasmine 
McAninly. 

When I asked what would 
she change given the 
opportunity? Jasmine 
remarked that she would 
like to see: “reduced 
reliance on single use 
plastics and reduce 
pollution”.  

We will be conducting our own surveys of youth 
issues during our election campaign and look 
forward to presenting our findings to you in future 
issues. 

 

At Maryborough, I met with Rotarians, Thea 
Allen and Gary Higgs AOM, who are working 
very hard to address domestic violence issues, 
along with fellow club 
members. Their tireless 
efforts, could be 
assisted greatly with 
more investment in 
prevention initiatives 
including more targeted 
unemployment, family 
support, health and 
education programs. 
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“Meet and Greet” events  

I have been overwhelmed by the number of 
people who’ve travelled near and far to meet 
with me at the various locations we have 
conducted “Meet and Greet” events over the 
past fortnight. Whilst there are common themes 
such as roads infrastructure, energy and water 
security, the needs of the Mallee are as diverse 
and broad as the electorate itself, which 
geographically represents almost 30% of the 
state.  

There have also been so many opportunities 
identified for potential growth, such as the 
thermals attracting a hoard of regular gliding 
enthusiasts to Culgoa, and the Quambatook 
silos outdoor cinema. There are also areas 
needing improvement such as the facilities at 
Lord Nelson Park in St Arnaud and completion 
of works for Charlton’s multi-use complex. 

I am listening to your concerns and ideas. 
Please continue to share them with me. 

I hope you find this fortnight’s newsletter of 
interest.  If you have any suggestions for other 
information to include, please email me at 
cecilia@moarformallee.com. 

 

Left: Getting 
off the beaten 
track, 
exploring the 
gravel roads, 
raising the 
dust and 
taking in the 
Mallee 
sunsets. 

 

 

 

 

Left: Community 
members travelled 
from near and far to 
Donald’s Bev’s 
Baubles discuss 
local issues. Thank 
you to Bev for your 
hospitality and 
Kooka’s cookies. 

 

Left: I reconnected 
with Yvonne 
Postlethwaite,St 
Arnaud. We are 
both recipients of 
the ABC Victorian 
Rural Woman of the 
Year award. 
Yvonne, recognized 
for her sustainability 
research, and I was 
recognized for food 
and fibre production 
and marketing and 
community work. 

 

Official Campaign Launch 

Save the date… 
Friday 5th April  

The official campaign 
launch of the Moar for 
Mallee Federal election 
campaign will take 
place at the classic 
Roxy Theatre in Oke 
Street, Ouyen.  

The event will start at 6pm, with entertainment 
provided until 10pm.    Thinking of attending?  
Make sure you RSVP for catering purposes.  I 
look forward to seeing you all there. 

There will also be soft launches in Swan Hill, 
Cohuna and Horsham on Saturday 6th April and 
Maryborough on Sunday 7th April. Keep an eye 
on social media as details are still being 
confirmed.  
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Cecilia Out and About Listening  

 

Above left: discussing local issues at The Culgoa Store 
and inspecting the works required at Lord Nelson Park, 
St Arnaud. 

 

Above left: the picturesque streetscape of St Arnaud and 
discussing the needs of young people with Charlton 
Secondary College student Xanthe Fitzpatrick. 

 

Above let: Inspecting the iconic Rex Theatre in Charlton. 
We enjoyed a gourmet lunch at Wemen with locals. 

 

 

 

 An Opportunity to Meet Cecilia 
next fortnight 

Over the next fortnight I will continue to be out 
and about listening to community members.  
Public events where you can find me include: 

 10am Sunday 31st March – Apsley Market, 
Apsley 

 12pm Sunday 31st March – Now Dasch a 
Gallery Meet & Greet, Edenhope 

 6pm Monday 1st April – Murrayville Hotel 
Meet & Greet 

 10am Tuesday 2nd April - Underbool Store 
Meet & Greet 

 11am Sunday 8th April – Talbot Providore 
and Eatery Meet & Greet 

 5pm Sunday 8th April – Avoca Hotel Meet & 
Greet 

 6.30pm Thursday 11th April – Mallee 
Climate Change Action Forum, Mildura 
Club DaVinci 

 6pm Friday 12th April – Patchewollock Pub 
Meet & Greet 

 11am Saturday 13th April – Speed Store 
Meet & Greet 

 2pm Saturday 13th April – Beulah Football 
Ground 

 6pm Saturday 13th April – Hopetoun Pub 
Meet & Greet 

 12pm Sunday 14th April – Warracknabeal 
Meet & Greet 

 Saturday 20th April – Murrabit Market 

Launch weekend activities 

Over the first weekend of April, you can also 
catch Cecilia at the official launch or one of the 
other soft launches across the electorate, 
venues to be advised: 

 6pm Friday 5th April – Ouyen, Moar for 
Mallee Campaign Launch, Roxy Theatre 

 11am Saturday 6th April – Swan Hill 
 2pm Saturday 6th April – Cohuna  
 7pm Saturday 6th April – Horsham 
 1pm Sunday 8th April – Maryborough 
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More opportunities will also arise over the next 
fortnight and over the busy Easter weekend, so 
keep an eye on my social media.  

I will also be in the following communities on 
these dates, please contact me if you would like 
to meet with me while I’m in your local 
community: 

 Ouyen & Murrayville – Monday 1st April 
 Mildura  – Tuesday 2nd April 
 Wycheproof – Tuesday 2nd April 
 Horsham, Nhill and Kaniva – 

Wednesday 3rd April 
 Horsham – Thursday 4th April 
 Wedderburn – Friday 5th April 
 Swan Hill – Tuesday 9th April 
 Hindmarsh Shire – Wednesday 10th April 
 Mildura – Friday 12th April 

 
 
If you have an event you would like me to 
attend or would just like to catch up, please 
send an email to cecilia@moarformallee.com or 
give me a call on 0428 671 748.  I’d love to 
meet with as many people as possible leading 
up to the election. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you a Mallee local? 

Have you been wondering if you live in the 
Mallee electorate?  Since the last Federal 
election, boundaries have changed.  Stawell is 
now out and Maryborough is in.  Check out this 
quick, easy reference to see if your community 
is part of the new Mallee electorate or visit the 
Australian Electoral Commissions website 
(www.aec.gov.au). 

 

Mailing List 

If you would like to join the Moar for Mallee 
mailing list, you can do so by subscribing on the 
website www.moarformallee.com. 

 

Social Media 

Don’t forget to like and follow me on social 
media for more useful information on my 
campaign and the Mallee electorate: 

Website: www.moarformallee.com 

 Moar for Mallee  @MoarforMallee 

 Moar for Mallee Moar for Mallee 


